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 קֹול קֹוֵרא ַּבִּמְדָּבר ַּפּנּו ֶּדֶרְך יְיָ ַיְּׁשרּו ָּבֲעָרָבה ְמִסָּלה ֵלאֹלֵהינּו:
A voice cries out, “Clear a path for Adonai in the wilderness.  

Mark a trail for our God in the desert.” 
Isaiah 40:3 

 

On Rosh Hashanah, we are taught, the Book of Life stands open, proclaiming the deeds of the 
past year, but with a blank page prepared to record the decisions of the year ahead. This is the 
day of creation, of new beginnings. It is a day of resolutions and affirmations.  
 
This is a momentous day for us—our first High Holy Day as Kol Dorot: A Reform Jewish 
Community. We have had many firsts already: Three months ago, a grand procession marched 
the Torah scrolls from Temple Beth El to this building, and we sang together and installed them 
together in the ark...and there was an ice cream truck. A few weeks ago, this sanctuary was 
filled to overflowing as we opened Kol Dorot Religious School for the first time, with dozens 
more students than the previous numbers of Temple Beth Or and Temple Beth El combined. 
 
But today is different. Because the High Holy Days, more than anything else in Jewish life, bring 
our whole community together face to face. And so we are gathered here as Kol Dorot in a way 
for the first time, to welcome a new year and to consider what we will write on the first of our 
blank pages in the Book of Life. 
 
Welcome, founders of Kol Dorot. In years to come—maybe decades from now—we will 
remember these High Holy Days; we will speak of them to our children. We will recall that 
although our new community had begun, we were anxiously awaiting the construction of our 
new permanent home. Some aspects of the merger were still uncomfortable—the pews and 
folding chairs were literally uncomfortable. The bringing together of two long-standing 
communities was not always seamless, but when we gave each other the benefit of the doubt 
and remembered the goal we share, we created something new and lasting. 
 
Welcome, founders of Kol Dorot. In years to come we will say that sitting in this sanctuary 
today, we never could have imagined the true significance of the path we set out upon, how 
impactful it would be in our lives and in the life of our Jewish community. 
 
You probably didn’t plan to found a new synagogue. I certainly didn’t. But if you’re here on 
Rosh Hashanah to be reminded of what is truly meaningful, truly valuable in life then I am 
willing to say: Kol Dorot is what we need to build right now.  
 
There are many institutions in our lives—work and school, governments and corporations, 
hobbies and entertainment. None of them does what a Jewish community does, when we’re at 
our best. I know many of you, and I hope I will come to know all of you—and I know that many 
of us are tired. We’re discouraged by the state of the world. A couple of weeks ago, driving my 

 



daughter Lorry home from one of her first days of kindergarten, I asked her how she was 
feeling. She said, “I’m really stressed.” “Who did she hear that from?” I thought, and then 
quickly figured it out… (It was me.) Not my best parenting. 
 
We are stressed, but that’s not all we are. Because we also have moments of joy and 
fulfillment. Following our passions, using our talents, experiencing new things, and especially 
being with our family and friends—we are able to touch life’s true purpose. There aren’t many 
institutions that have that goodness and joy and the actual meaning of life as their reason for 
being. Kol Dorot does. 
 
I’d like to stand here and tell you what Kol Dorot will look like. But I can’t do that. Kol Dorot 
doesn’t belong to me—to the rabbis or cantor or staff. We are leaders, but we lead in 
partnership, and the mission and vision of our new community must come from all of you and 
us together. But I am also a member of this community. My parents are members. My wife Ali 
and I have chosen to raise our children here—Lorry just started kindergarten in Religious 
School; Franny will start in the Early Learning Center soon. And so even though I can’t dictate 
what Kol Dorot must be, I can share with you what I hope Kol Dorot will be. 
 
I hope that Kol Dorot will be a worthy successor to Temple Beth El and Temple Beth Or. For 
more than half a century, Temple Beth Or and Temple Beth El were living springs of Jewish 
values. They educated generations of Jewish children, celebrated countless simchas. For some, 
they were the center of social life and volunteering; for many more, they were a center of 
Jewish tradition and stability. We are grateful especially today for TBE and TBO and for all of the 
people—so many of whom are in this room—who supported and guided them. I hope that Kol 
Dorot will continue the beloved traditions of both legacy congregations and honor them in the 
most important way—by making sure that their values live on in our community. 
 
The next thing I hope for Kol Dorot is that we will be known for openness and welcoming. We 
must be a place where all Jews and their loved ones and all those who seek a connection with 
Judaism feel encouraged and honored. I’m thinking especially of interfaith families. It’s hard to 
talk about them because interfaith families aren’t a “them.” They’re a big part of us right now 
and always will be. If we want to be relevant to those families, if we want to be a place where 
interfaith families raise Jewish children—we have to meet interfaith families where they are, 
listen to them, and be the genuine, meaningful community they want and need. And beyond 
interfaith families, I hope Kol Dorot will be a welcoming Jewish home for Jews by choice, Jews 
of color, LGBT Jews—spiritual seekers and those from more traditional backgrounds. We need 
to make ourselves more welcoming to all Jews, if we want to bring in some of the people who 
right now are not finding a place in any synagogue. This is easy to say, to put into a mission 
statement, and a lot harder to make real in the day-to-day life of our community. We have 
work to do. 
 
Finally, I hope that Kol Dorot will come to be organized around an authentic spiritual message. 
Otherwise these are all just pleasant words. Too much of Jewish life is done out of habit. We 
walk through the prayers, sing the songs, and never stop to ask whether we actually believe any 
of it. We celebrate the holidays as we always have, drop off our children at Religious School, 
and too rarely consider what being Jewish demands of us and offers us as adults. A synagogue 

2 



that allows itself to be satisfied with that type of engagement will not long survive. Instead, Kol 
Dorot must proclaim a Jewish spiritual truth for our time. There is so much need right now for 
what true Judaism has to offer. We have hope and comfort for the anxieties and dread of our 
turbulent world, we have community to push back the isolation of modern life. But these are 
not easy, self-help solutions. They are part of a complex, profound religious and cultural 
tradition. If we make that conscious, authentic belief the core of everything we do, then our 
efforts will flourish. 
 
One of the most profound, authentic experiences I’ve been a part of in the creation of our new 
community was the committee tasked with choosing our new name. We had a congregational 
survey with hundreds of responses. The committee started with about 50 potential names. 
Then we began to eliminate. Some names were eliminated for practical reasons: “‘Shalom’ and 
‘Israel’ are nice—but they’re taken.” “We need something unique, so we’ll be at the top of the 
Google results.” “Eliminate anything with the ‘ch’ sound—no one can pronounce the ‘ch’ 
sound.” 
 
But as the list narrowed, our discussions turned to what the name would say about our new 
community. We wanted something modern, progressive—a name that signals we are trying to 
do something new. We wanted a name that expresses warmth and accessibility to our 
members and potential members, to the wider Jewish community, and also to the outside 
world.  
 
“Kol Dorot” means “voice of generations.” “Dorot”/”generations” is a beautiful word; it 
reminds us of “l’dor vador”/”from generation to generation.” Every time a parent stands on this 
bimah and places a grandparent’s tallis on the shoulders of a bar or bat mitzvah, that’s dorot. 
Every kugel or mandel bread or brisket or matzah ball soup (I could go on…) that’s made with a 
family recipe, that’s dorot. At Tot Shabbat when a 2-year-old clutches a stuffed Torah or stuffs 
too much challah into her mouth, that’s dorot. When we study the wisdom of long-ago sages, 
when we say Kaddish, when we do our small part to leave a more just world for our children 
and their children after them, that’s dorot. We honor and take joy in the past and future, even 
as we make Judaism true and new for our own day. 
 
The “Kol” in “Kol Dorot” means “voice.” Being a voice means that our beliefs will not just live in 
a book or on a website—they will be transformed by us into a living Judaism. That voice of living 
Judaism will be a “Voice of Generations.” Our grandparents and their grandparents, 
generations going back three thousand years—we are their voice now. For our children and 
grandchildren, and even for the generations of Jews we envision in the far future—through 
what we build now, we speak to them. We are a “Voice of Generations.”  
 
As I’ve reflected on the name Kol Dorot for the past year, there are two “voices” I’ve heard 
echo in our name. One is the “kol demamah dakah,” the “still small voice” the Prophet Elijah 
heard.  That internal voice, the voice of conscience, is a powerful image for us of the presence 1

of God. And I think also of a verse from the Prophet Isaiah: “Kol koreh bamidbar…” “A voice 
cries out, “Clear a path for Adonai in the wilderness. Mark a trail for our God in the desert.”  2

1 1 Kings 19:12 
2 Isaiah 40:3 
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Here, the “kol” the “voice” demands something of us—clear away the debris. Clear away the 
obstacles. Find a way to make a path for holiness. Our Kol Dorot is calling upon us to do the 
same. 
 
Rabbi Shimon said, “There are three crowns: the crown of Torah , the crown of priesthood, and 
the crown of royalty. But greater than all of them is the crown of a good name.”  We have a 3

good name. May it be a blessing. 
 
Kol Dorot is an exciting vision—it’s what our community needs right now, but I’ll tell you the 
truth: We need each other. We simply cannot get to where we want to go without the 
participation and investment of everyone in this room. Bringing together two established 
synagogues is very difficult. Accomplishing that merger while leaving two legacy facilities and 
building out a new sacred space? Ambitious. We have gotten as far as we have because we are 
blessed with extraordinarily skilled and dedicated leaders. 
 
But without you, it will not be enough.To establish Kol Dorot: A Reform Jewish Community for 
the next fifty years, we need our founders. We need to transform this from a project that many 
are watching with interest from the sidelines to a community and a future that we are shaping 
together. We need financial support, of course, but just as urgently, we need your participation. 
We need your patience and your interest. We need your loyalty and commitment. We need you 
to start thinking of yourself, starting right now at the New Year, as a founder of Kol Dorot. 
 
If you remember nothing else this morning, remember I said this: This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. Be proud. Because what we are doing here is important, and the need is real. 
What a thing to inscribe on a blank new page in the Book of Life... 
 
Thank you, founders. I’m proud to be among you. 
 
Eloheinu vEilohei doroteinu… Our God, God of our generations... 
Bless Kol Dorot, a new community in the House of Israel. 
May we be purposeful together and joyful together, may we uplift each other and care for each 
other. 
For us and for all those we love, may the New Year 5780 bring health, peace, and every 
blessing. 
 
And let us say, Amen. Shanah tovah. 

3 Pirkei Avot 4:13 
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